106
THE   COMOTSTIOlir  OE   COAL
the " smoke was turned" It is needless here to dwell on the chemical error of such an assertion. The fallacy of imagining that either gas or smoke, from a furnace, can be consumed by passing "through, over, or among" a body of incandescent fuel, as already shown, prevailed from the days of Watt to the present. Numerous patented plans to the same effect, might here be given, all having the same defect, and equally ineffective.
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Pig. 62. This was one of the numerous hot-air expedients pressed upon public notice, under the illusion, that by heating the air, "tJie smoke would le burned." A large hollow fire-bar, A, was placed in the centre, or sides of the furnace, with a regulating door for the admission of the air. The Admiralty having been induced to allow this plan to be adopted in the Steam Packet, the " Urgent" at "Woolwich, the result was a total failure, and its consequent removal.* The supposed heating of the air being a mere assertion, made for the purpose of giving an appearance of novelty, having been wholly without effect, the result was, that it reduced the so-called patent invention to that of Parkes'
* The ''UrgentJ* Captain Emerson, being then engaged in the Mail Service at Liverpool, this steamer came under my notice. For the purpose of testing the effects of this hollow-bar, I had an experiment made to ascertain the extent to which the air might "be heated, and found no perceptible increase of heat could he obtained by it.